
Process for Solving Word Problems 

Givens 

Explicit Givens Implicit Givens 

Translate to mathematics 
(symbolism) 

Equation 

Equivalent Equation 

Equivalent Equation 

   

Think of formulas 
not given in the 
problem: 

Equivalent Equation of 
the form x a=  

         Goal 
Look for the 
goal of the 
problem in the 
wording of the 
last sentence. 
This tells you 
what to let the 
variable(s) 
represent 

Read the problem - 
draw and label a 
picture if possible 


